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March, the beginning of springtime in Hawaii... the flowers
start blooming and the birds start singing their songs. To be
quite honest however, those things happen throughout the
year so Spring isn’'t that special. But tickets to Hawaii start
to get cheap during this time so | recommend you try going!

Speaking of singing, March is typically when an event
called Song Contest is held by a school for children of
Hawaiian descent Kamehameha Schools. True to its name,
the annual Kamehameha Schools Song Contest is a choral
competition where the students from each class perform
Hawaiian classics a cappella with the purpose of having the
students learn about their cultural heritage. The competition
is separated into a women’'s part, men’s part, and coed
part, and each is scored separately based on musicality and
correct usage of the Hawaiian language (pronunciation and
flow). The groups with the highest score receive awards
at the end of the competition and the award ceremony is
usually a very jubilant affair. There are tons of videos on
YouTube of the competition, so definitely check them out!
(Search“Kamehameha Schools Song Contest”)

[t seems that choral music is very popular in Japan,
especially in Kizugawa where there are children’s choir
groups in each town. | was pleasantly surprised to hear
them sing in German during the friendship concert in Kamo.
| hope | get to hear them sing a Hawaiian song one of these
days!

See you next month!
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Garbage Collection English instructions are available at Kizugawa City Hall.
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These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.

Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.
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