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Since | talked about a Hawaiian singing competition last BIAS T N\DADEEIVH—)UICDVWTHELLIZDT,
P month, | thought why not talk about a Hawaiian dancing <8Iz /\U/r(D&/R717\74/\JULOL\’C&SD%L/L/%@“O
o) festival this month? , . BELBIC. )\ DA BEORX TESRMerie Monarch)& (1>
k. Every vear in the April the world’ s most prestigious hula 2 2F 4 N UHBHESNE T ZOA N R E1968EICHAE Y,
festival, The Merrie Monarch Festival, is held in Hilo, Hawail. 254y 24&b & LT, 1BEHH TEY RS POOGHEAA
Established in 1968, this week long event is a showcase HZ (. BEOIBBICAA VAN R THBBR—DTISAY R
5 for hula, the traditional dance of Hawaiians, as well as g4, — TERDB TSIV AKENBIBONE T AR Y
indigenous arts from all of Polynesia, culminating in the main D77/j/7\0)|\/||ss Aloha Hu\a 5&77’}/7\®Kah|kotiﬁ
75 events on the last three nights, the competition that decides
the best of the best in the world of hula. The hula competition ﬁjyj/x@Agaqa@gﬂB “HPNTOET. 75 FA0E
portion is separated into three parts, Miss Aloha Hula, a 7t dROVERDDY, H5ENTOBKUMU Hula(’j/Z(Df’ﬁ
= women’s solo portion, group Kahiko (ancient Hawaiian hula), )P\ LD T+~ AR ENONERUE Y 2 S

n

and group Auana (modern hula). The judge’s panel consists
of highly respected kumu hula (hula masters and teachers)
and cultural experts that scrutinize every bit of each halau’s
performance, from their oli (chants) to the authenticity of their
costumes. At the end of the competition, scores are tallied
and the best halau get awards in the form of beautifully
made traditional instruments, like ipu heke (gourd percussion
instrument) or pahu (Hawaiian drum). The competition is
so popular it's broadcasted on television every year and
sometimes sold on DVD a year later.

The event is a celebration of not just hula, but Hawaiian
culture as a whole, the old and the new, crafts, language,
fashion, food as well as other aspacts. Look up “Merrie
Monarch” online if you would like to see what world-class
hula looks likel

Aloha and see you next month!
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Garbage Collection English instructions are available at Kizugawa City Hall.
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