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Winter is coming. And boy is it cold. Heading into
these cold months with a down jacket reminds me of the
days when | didn’t have to wear heavy clothing to live
comfortably back home in Hawaii.

Hawaii's steady, unchanging climate is an aspect that
drives droves of tourists and would-be residents to the
islands’shores. What they don’t expect, however, is the
price of living in the isolated pacific paradise. Compared
to prices on the American continent, Hawaii's are through
the roof. For example, the average price for a carton of
eggs (12 each) in Hawaii is $3.29, compared to $2.49 in
Los Angeles and $1.99 in Oregon. In 2013, food prices
in Hawaii were 70% more than the national average. It's
not just food prices, but gas and electricity both rank
first in the nation for most expensive. The fact that many
professions (such as accountants, civil engineers, and
teachers) earn less in Hawaii exacerbates the problem
further. Living in Hawaii, you make less, but pay more.

The most shocking statistic, however, is the price of
owning a home. The median price for a single family home
in 2017 on Oahu is $795.000 (approx. ¥88,000,000), one
of the most expensive in the nation. Those confused as
to why it's so expensive need only remember that Hawaii
is an island state with less land to build houses, but no
shortage of people that want housing. The frustrating
game of supply and demand drives the prices of vacant
properties up, making it extremely difficult for locals or
prospective residents to own houses.

For the reasons stated above and more, locals often
find themselves moving out of Hawaii to different states
where the cost of living isn't so prohibitive. Those that
decide to tough it out give many reasons as to why they
do so, such as the good climate, the friendly people, the
relaxed atmosphere, et cetera. Their reasoning can best
be summed up in the phrase “Hawaii no ka oi.” Hawaii is
just the best.

To some, money is no object when you live in paradise.
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Garbage Collection

English instructions are available at Kizugawa City Hall.
F5ELHER B©75-1215
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Kitchen waste, dust etc.
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Combustible
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Plastic and Vinyl
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Incombustible
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(Bottles, cans, pottery etc.) (Video tapes, tooth brushes etc.)
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Paper cartons Plastic bottles
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Grocery bags,Food containers,Egg cartons etc.
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Oversized Garbage Desk, bicycle, stove, chest etc.
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Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.
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11 80RE (BHIAD)
Permanent collection points for paper cartons/ ¥ > 7 « (KRiEIE)
Plastic bottles Tb>Rv=b (A
We regret that due to lack of space, no details in English are 7 V23 (AZERAIIE)
available. Please ask your neighbors and/or the Kizugawa 2~ /\—hHE(RAT)

yalay 4 ) : ' 4 My bR M LD
city office for information regarding collection points. I FEE0OADRE
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth must

each be sorted out separately.

These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.
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