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| often hear Japanese people wishing that their own
countrymen would pay more attention to and participate
in politics. Japanese ambivalence towards politics is
supported by the numbers. According to the Japan
Times, last year s election turnout for the House of
Representatives was the second lowest in post-war
Japan at 53.69%. Feelings of disenfranchisement between
young and old voters, can be used as an explanation to
the country’ s lukewarm response to politics. The feeling is
mutual in Hawaii where politics is not popular.

Civic engagement in Hawaii is extremely low. While
726,940 people are registered voters, only 252,725 (34.8%)
of them voted in the 2016 primary election. But it wasn't
just last year. Hawaii has had the lowest voter turnout in
the country for the past five presidential elections.

Why is civic participation so low in Hawaii? A few reasons
are regularly cited, the most often being the dominant-party
system that some believe discourages people from voting.
Democrats have had a firm grip on the state since the 50s,
with voters favoring the democratic nominee for president 13
out of the last 15 elections. “We' ve become an uncompetitive
state,” expressed one University of Hawaii political science
professor. To put it simply, residents who would vote
democrat stay home as there is no urgency to vote. On the
opposite end, voters who would vote republican stay home
because they know there aren’t enough votes for their
candidate. The result is a population that undervalues voting
and thus doesn't.

In addition to the primacy of the Democratic Party,
reasons such as the literal and figurative distance between
the American continent and Hawaii and the overthrow of
the Hawaiian Kingdom are attributed to strong and lasting
voter apathy.

“No vote, no grumble” is a local pidgin phrase often used
in Hawaii to encourage civic engagement amongst residents.
In other words you have no right to complain if you do not
vote. If your country gives you the right to vote, exercise it by
voting. Don' t take that right for granted!

I % Don’t care much about politics
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Garbage Collection

English instructions are available at Kizugawa City Hall.
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Grocery bags,Food containers,Egg cartons etc.
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Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.
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Permanent collection points for paper cartons/ 3 > 7 1 (AFE)
Plastic bottles Ly k=t (KEIIE)

We resret that due to lack of space, no details in English are 7 VA3 (REZERAIRE)
available. Please ask your neighbors and/or the Kizugawa A~ 1- B (XA
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city office for information regarding collection points. I FEEaOKDE
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth must

each be sorted out separately.

These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.
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