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It"s finally August and households and shops
around Japan are a bustle preparing for Obon,
a Japanese custom dedicated to honoring one’s
ancestors. During this three day period, people give
thanks to their ancestors by participating in various
religious events, festivals, and bon dances. The
custom itself is Buddhist, but non-Buddhists may
also take part in the festivities. While a number of
Japanese people don't identify as religious, they
pay great respect to religion as it is important to the
fabric of Japanese social culture and tradition.

Respect for religion while being irreligious is
common in Hawaii as well. Before the arrival of
Christian missionaries in the 1820s, Hawaiians
had their own religion that paid respect to gods
and goddesses and their connection to nature and
mankind. The Hawaiian pantheon of spiritual beings
contained many fickle personalities and they were
both feared and respected by the people. As such,
Hawaiians were very careful not to offend the gods
as many seemingly normal actions, such as men
and women eating together, or eating prohibited
foods, were considered religious taboo and carried
the penalty of death.

Following Christianity’ s boom in Hawaii, these
taboo were abolished and many people discarded
the old Hawaiian gods for the Christian God. People
today no longer worship the gods of old, but respect
for them and their importance to Hawaiian culture is
still stressed to all Hawaiians and local residents.

The deity perhaps most well known in present day
Hawaii is Pele, the goddess of fire and volcanoes.
She is said to reside in Halema uma’'u, a crater
part of the active volcano Kilauea, and her power
to create and destroy with her lava makes her a
respected goddess. This year s eruptions on Hawaii
Island are considered by some residents as Pele
coming to reclaim some of her land.

Although Hawaiians don’ t practice the old religion,
the reverence and respect for it remains today as
part of Hawaiian social culture, much like Buddhism
and Shinto have their place in Japanese culture.
[t s important to respect others religions whether or
not you practice it. It could be an important part of
their culturel

Thank you for reading my articles over the past
two years. | hope you remember them on your next
trip to Hawaii.
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Garbage Collection English instructions are available at Kizugawa City Hall.
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These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.

Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.
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