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Getting a good education is not as easy as you' d
think in Hawaii. For many years, the state has
suffered from a shortage of qualified teachers and the
kids are the ones paying for it. However, the problem
is not just finding qualified teachers, it's keeping
them in Hawaii. Why is it so hard to staff schools and
why aren’t they staying?

Finding qualified and licensed teachers is a serious
problem when it comes to staffing Hawaii schools.
As recent as 2017, 1,011 out of 13,320 teaching
positions in public schools were filled by emergency
hires or long-term substitutes, (teachers without
certification). Experts in the field point to the low
number of education school graduates in Hawaii,
with whom the Hawaii Department of Education
(HIDOE) would staff their schools, as a major reason
for the shortage.

While hiring teachers is the first hurdle, keeping
them in Hawaii is the second. According to a study
conducted by the HIDOE, only 54% of teachers hired
in 2013 have stayed on at least until the 2017 school
vear.

So, why aren’t teachers staying in Hawaii? Rural
school placements and difficult students are just
a couple of the many reasons given, but the most
often mentioned is Hawaii's high cost of living.
The average pay for a licensed teacher in Hawaii
is around $54,000, which is above average in the
U.S. However, when compared against the high cost
of living, they fall way below average. Texas is a
good example where an average teacher s pay may
be lower, but it goes further because of the state’s
lower cost of living.

What is being done to solve the teacher shortage
problem? For starters, teachers are getting a raise
thanks to a new contract negotiated with the HIDOE
and the teachers’ union. Whether this keeps teachers
in the state remains to be seen. HIDOE is also
exploring new avenues such as providing a housing
subsidy to alleviate high rent costs, implementing a
teacher exchange program, and even hiring teachers
from different countries.

If you work on your English you might have a
future as a teacher in Hawaii. However, be prepared
to make substantial changes to your financial and
lifestyle habits. Living and working in Hawaii is
worlds different from vacationing there.

See you next monthl
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Garbage Collection English instructions are available at Kizugawa City Hall.
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EX-hh-BBEE #ATEE EF47-7 - &®77Y - #5 L

rTer Lo ) (Bottles, cans, pottery etc.) (Video tapes, tooth brushes etc.)
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p) Permanent collection points for paper cartons/ # > 7 1 (ASi21&)
Sl (A#X | B#K | C#K | D#K | E#K | FH#pX ) Plestcbotes o ik Rl
[ We regret that due to lack of space, no details in English are 7Y/ 2 3 (AZERAIIE)
NBE AE INBE K BE IKEE B available. Please ask your neighbors and/or the Kizugawa ;,}{‘;?ﬂ%gﬁf”m
(Thu) | (Mon) | (Thu) | (Wed.) | (Wed.) | (Mon.) | cityoffice for information regarding collection points. ‘D}\Eﬁéﬁ%a@ﬁgﬁ%
B GHX | HIK | 1K | JX | KK Sl GARE - M358 - BN - &5 - #P'BR L)
. 2l | A | el | 2E | Am Usd paper, magazine, crugate cardard, nd cIoh
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KFUE - SBE SRS BN REGSE T70V . VIV \oRRETES A, FOORTOHMEBERE -Mat BR—)U 58 -MIRP L)
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each be sorted out separately.
These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.

Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.
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