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K It sure is cold. We are now officially in winter. Cold days like this make me crave hot apple cider. \

Last time | talked a little about my life in Japan and bento. And this time | would like to introduce an interesting event in Kizugawa City
| went to this year.

| went to the Okage Dance Festival (Okage Odori) at Hakusan Shrine in lwafune district of Kamo area. In Edo Period, it was fashionable
for people to take on a pilgrimage to Ise Shrine in Mie Prefecture at least once in their life time. The religious zeal of the pilgrimage was
mixed with the people’s dissatisfaction and resistance against the feudal shogunate system. This gave rise to Okage dance. Now, while
Okage dance probably no longer carries its original political and religious meanings, it is performed as a prayer for rich harvest in autumn
on October 16th every year. Okage dance is performed in several regions of Japan and has many variations. At Hakusan Shrine, the
women dressed in purple kimonos chanted and danced in a circle, while men in turquoise hakama played Japanese traditional instru-
ments. There, | saw the heritage of tradition and the strength of community.

Many in Kizugawa City are protecting traditions and continue events which are threatened by the decreasing birthrate and an aging
population. Of course, the most important part is the participation of the community. Kizugawa City has many local festivals in every
season. In winter, for instance, there is Chafa Faji Daikkon Taki (lit. stroke-fending daikon cooking) at Kaijisenji Temple in December,
Onda (rice planting performance for harvest) at Saganaka Shrine in January, and Igomori Festival (pre-celebratory festival for harvest)
at Wakidemiya in February. As the CIR and the Kizugawa City “Genki” Reporter, | want to participate in many festivals in Kizugawa City
and let more people know about Kizugawa City. | hope to see you therel It will surely be a special and rewarding experience for you
too.

P.S.: As a celebration for Christmas, | wore a reindeer suit for the photo this month. And the reindeer asked, “Say, on Christmas day,
\will it rain, dear?” Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! j
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Garbage Collection

English instructions are arailible from the Kizugawa city hall.
Tel: 75-1215 Fax: 72-3900
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Kitchen waste, dust etc.
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Incombustible

Plastic and Vinyl
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(Bottles, cans, pottery etc.) (Video tapes, tooth brushes etc.)
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Grocery bags,shampoo bottles,egg cartons etc.
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Qversized Garbage Desk, bicycle, stove, chest etc.
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Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.
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Permanent collection points for paper cartons/ A /Y — F — L
Plastic bottles 14 B0RE (BAAD)

We regret that due to lack of space, no details in English are ;’Lj ?71' l\(ﬁ%lﬁ;
available. Please ask your neighbors and/or the Kizugawa N EeED 5';5“%
city office for information regarding collection points. S DHHE
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth must
each be sorted out separately.
These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.
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