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Japan’s “just right” spring is slowly getting hotter and
hotter. Back in February, a friend of mine told me that Hong
Kongers often go to Japan in the summer to escape the
unbearable heat and humidity, because it’s cooler than in
Hong Kong. Considering | always feel like I'm being boiled
alive during Japan’s summer this was a rather strange
thing to hearl

| read Japanese manga, watch movies and television fairly
often. | think this is fairly normal among my
Japanese-speaking friends. However, Japanese people are
often very surprised to hear this. Is it really so strange that
| do things which are perfectly normal for Japanese people?
| often wonder what exactly people think | do with my time.
Of course, from time to time | do miss the television shows
and news that | grew up with. But, since now | live in Japan,
isn’t it obvious that | would watch Japanese television and
read Japanese books. Occasionally it seems that some
people think that “non-Japanese people must be different
from us” no matter what.

One of my friends once suggested “I think Japan is used
to non-Japanese people, but they haven't realized that
non-Japanese people also get used to Japan”. | think there
iS @ certain amount of truth to this. Many non-Japanese
people live in Japan for long periods. People like this are
not just short-term tourists. | live here, | eat the food and |
watch the television. | even have a Japanese pension.
When | walk into a store, | expect the same greeting any
Japanese person would get. If | don't understand, let's
work something out, but if | am never treated like a normal
person, | will never be able to become one. If you travelled
to, say, Italy, how would you feel if you were always greeted
in Japanese, and people were hesitant to serve you food
you might not like? If people always acted amazed when
you ate the local food, or stared at you in shock when you
spoke even a few words of the Italian, how would you feel?
Sometimes living in Japan feels like this.

| realize that this is a well-intentioned effort to help, not
deliberate malice. However, assuming that all people who
don’t appear to be Japanese have to be treated a different
way is very alienating. Rather than think of some “special
way” to handle non-Japanese people, is it not much better
just to start out exactly how you would with anyone else? |
think the problem is simply that without the experience of
living as a minority there isn’t really any way to notice this.
For this reason | ask is that people consider this
perspective.
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Garbage Collection

English instructions are arailible from the Kizugawa city hall.
Tel: 75-1215 Fax: 72-3900

EHEELEER B75-1215

-l - )
CHRED ¢
@._\J_tlli = Jei

=cHit mo5nEED. BHSBF F T cHLTdEa0, ST\

M CHIEROSNTIHZFRNHUTLEE LY,

I3
AR
BRX> I T H EZH R - |CFBE
Combustible Kitchen Yvaéte, dust etc.

1
———( \
Firanem,,
A

LI N
[CHINEDL VA—]ETELIZE WY, L

MBS IR W H YW E-— - TFAFYHTH
Incombustible

Plastic and Vinyl
Er-Dh FEERE - HXUTLE Ert7-7-®77 - #ial
(Bottles, cans, pottery etc.)

(Video tapes, tooth brushes etc.)
GE) &9, BIROLICANTHL TLIEEN,
(AR (1308 58 18- 158 68 58 )
Bi#X (551 - 3<88) 58 3B 178 6R 78
CiX (552 - 4588 58148 -288 6AR 118
DX (551 - 3RE) 58 7B -218 6R 48
EmX (552 - 4t88) 58128 -268 68 98
FiX (582 - 4"88) 58108 - 248 68 148
CHX (552 - 4N\68) 58 88 228 68 128
HibX (551 - 3= 58 48 - 188
| X (582 - 42k8E) 58 98 - 238
JIX (51 - 3KBE) 58 28 - 168
\KiﬂJ\X(%Z - 488 58118 - 258

BRIV Y NXw RIR BV

Paper cartons PET bottles
XPEKLT, PUBE. wFvvTESANLRIL

S
—
| 3 ]ASY

\,

B

EZ—) - TSRAFvHBHRIE
Plastic casing
LR -BEHY T -5 —XBE
Grocery bags,shampoo bottles,egg cartons etc.
Bi#X | C#tX | DX | E#X
B REE KBE IKBE
(Mon.) | (Thu.) | (Wed.) | (Wed.)
HithX | | #X | JihX | KX
S0 | NBE | NBE w0E | A&
\(Fri) | (Tue) | (Tue) | (Fri) | (Tue) )
N-BHEE-Xr—T - 258

(AHX

ROE
(Thu.)

GitX

HXZH
Oversized Trash Desk, bicycle, stove, chest etc.

FFUE RRE RRE WEA KESEE 171V V3V U HRRETEE th,
(AKX B X C#X DX
5R29B(A) | 7R14B(+) | 78288 ()| 58108 (K)
E #X F #X G#X H #5%
78308(8) | 68238 (1) | 68298 (4)| 58308 (K)

| #X J X KX

\6R28B(R) | 5248 (1) | 7A3B N Y,

IRETE S vEo/\vT ) — R A EASE S
W B ONBEREANERIFEPIEEICTEA IS0,

Please note that we are unfortunately not able to accept
dangerous materials, chemicals, car-batteries, tires or oil etc. These
items should be taken to the store from which you bought them.

35 |m#EemEs oes

EHLTLIEED, THLTLIEE W,
== s
ROSNIIBFINB L T IEE LY, T BB 3T it = BE
" REERRERE G AR
FE1NE AHX - DX LU BREBNARE
J)\fE2 . . Ty REDE D (KiEE)
FONE B - CHX - KR | JroFanss e
EINE EX - HthX - | #X iﬁi 5 r;ﬁ} - fé
SANE F R - GHIX - JH#X ) sieE L sketE
T TI7Y (KEE)
Please ask your neighbors and/or the Kizugawa N—ANRZ(RRNEE)
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Used paper, magazine, corrugated cardboard, and cloth must
each be sorted out separately.
These items should be recycled and not be treated as combustible waste.
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