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Hello Everybody!

Good day to you sirl 'm Thomas Arnot, from
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, or as | prefer, the UK, and
since August I've been working at the
Kizugawa City Office. Nice to meet you alll

How much do you know about the UK?
Certainly in Japan there are a lot of
stereotypes about afternoon tea, The
Beatles and fashionable London. Of course,
to a certain extent these are all true, but |
would like to take the opportunity to show
that there is so much more to the UK.

Like Japan's prefectures and the 50 states
of America, the UK is made up of 4 separate
countries: England, Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland. | come from Edinburgh, the
capitol city of Scotland, famous for whisky
and mountains.

British food has had a bit of a rough
reputation in recent years, but we've been
working very hard at making it a bit more
interesting! Our famous Fish and Chips are
of course sold everywhere, but modern
British food is very different and reflects the
mixed background of many British people
Chinese, Indian, Italian influences mean that
many British people probably eat curry more
often than they do chips! Pasta, rice and
noodles are also common. Japanese sushi
has also become extremely popular in recent
years!

The UK's most successful export has been
music. Of course everyone knows about The
Beetles, but there are many other interesting
bands as well. My personal favourites are
Radiohead and Franz Ferdinand.

It is difficult to explain the UK in a few words,
but put simply, it is a country with many
different aspects. It is common to see
thousand year old pubs sitting next to
modern 50- story skyscrapers. You can
easily be alone and surrounded by nature,
but walk just a few kilometers and you can
find yourself in a busy town square. If you
every get the chance, | very much

recommend a visit to the UK!
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