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F|rst Impressions of Kizugawa City

| arrived in Kizugawa City on the 3rd of August, so just
over 2 months have passed now.

My first impression of Kizugawa city has been its
abundance of historic sites. One of the former capitols
of Japan, as well as other historic temples such as the
Gansen+ji are in the city. We are also very close to both
Nara and Kyoto, so | can visit the Todaiji, the Horyaji
and the Kiyomizu-dera whenever | want. I’ ve recently
taken an interest in Japanese history, so living in
Kizugawa is very nice.

It has only been a short while, but it already feels like
['ve been living in Kizugawa for much longer. Recently,
as | was coming home from the City Office, one of
people living on my street shouted out to me “okaeri,
otsukaresamadesu!” (“Welcome homel!”). | was
honestly so surprised | couldn’t remember how | was
supposed to reply, but afterwards | was really struck by
her friendliness. Shopkeepers have also all been very
kind to me, so I'm very happy | came herel

On the other hand, Japan’s summer was as always
rather unpleasant. The UK is fairly temperate, so apart
from holidays in Spain or ltaly or when | was studying
at Kobe University | didn’t really have an opportunity to
experience and get used to this kind of tropical heat.
The central and southern parts of England (where
London and Birmingham, where | went to university,are
located) are usually about 25C (70-80F) without much
humidity, which suits me just fine. Scotland, being
further north is a bit cooler, usually 17-20C (60-70F),
and occasionally reaching 25C. However, to tell the
truth most Scottish people will start wearing shorts and
T-shirts as soon as it gets above 10T (50F). For some
reason English people find this habit rather odd- -

Personally, | think autumn is my favourite season in
Japan and I'm particularly looking forward to the momiji
(autumn leaves). Two years ago | went to see the
momiji at Heian Jingu shrine in Kyoto. | couldn't believe
how beautiful the shrine looked. | think this year | would
definitely like to go again. Incidentally, we also have
momiji in the UK, but they can sometimes cause large
problems because after strong winds the fallen leaves
cover the rail-tracks and the trains cannot movel

P.S. Irecently went to a takoyaki party with my
friends and learned how to make takoyaki. I'm
trying hard to be a good Kansai-person! (Though

kunfortunately | also burned my thumb!)
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