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Compared to Japan, winter in the UK, Europe and
America has a slightly different atmosphere. It seems
that Christmas in Japan seems more like a date-night,
New Year is more of a time to spend with your family.
However, in the UK, the Christmas and New Year

periods are when most people either working or at
University away from their hometown’s return to their
parent’s houses. In fact, in the UK things are the
opposite way round from Japan; Christmas is a time to
spend with your family and New Year is spent with you
friends from your hometown who you cannot meet
throughout the year. Also, unlike Japan we do not
have fireworks in the summer; rather we have them in
autumn and Winter instead. One of my favourite bits of
British winter is braving the snowy and cold Scottish
winter to watch the amazing New Year’s Eve firework
displays with my friends.

As | said before, there are a number of winter festivals
inthe UK. The New Year’s festival in my hometown of
Edinburgh is particularly famous worldwide. To put it
simply, it is rather like Kyoto’s Gion festival, but with an
enormous firework display and various music concerts
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all at the same time. As you can imagine it's quite a BSAICHBDT, 3 HIR
lively evening. Of course, being Scotland it is very cold, hEDHIBTEET,
but there are many stalls seling hot mulled wine so it WODT>THTL iy
somewhat bearablel Please give it @ go someday! rZElbo
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