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New Year’'s Wishes

Happy New Year!

Like the Japanese expression “Ichinen no kei wa
gantan ni ari”, in Europe and America we like to use
the New Year period as a time to think of what we
hope to do and places we would like to go to in the
coming year. However, this is also a time to reflect
on last year's events. Ten years from now, | can
only think the Tohoku Earthquake will be seen as
the defining moment of 2011. | was in the UK when
it happened and could only see the reports all over
the British news, but in spite of that my memories
of that day are perhaps clearer than those from
even yesterday. This year, though admittedly |
cannot do an awful lot as a CIR, | would like to
work to help Japan’s reconstruction efforts in any
way | can.

As Kizugawa city’s first CIR (Coordinator for
International Relations) , up until now | have mostly
been busy with learning what | need to know for
the job and generally getting used to the work.
From now | want to move past this and start
working on more activities around the city. For
example, | am working on creating a pen-pal
relationship between schools in Kizugawa and
either in the UK or America. Also, while walking
around Aeon recently | noticed that the
Takanohara area is really rather racially diverse. In
order to foster a happy environment for all our
residents I’'m looking forward to the opportunity to
share my opinions about multiculturalism and
integration. 2012 will also be the fifth anniversary
of Kizugawa city’s merger. To mark this
anniversary we are planning a number of events, so
please look forward to theml

| also would like to travel to some new places this
year. Up until now, apart from the Kansai and Kanto
regions | have only visited a few places in Japan.
I’m looking forward to visiting Fukuoka and
Nagasaki in Kyushu as well as nearby Korea. Given
the distance, | probably will not return to the UK.
When | say this a lot of people ask if my parents
are worried about me; to be honest, my parents
lived in New York city for 10years and then my dad
and little brother lived in Denmark for another 4
years so | think they understand my feelings.
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Happy New Year!
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