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It’s already February! The cold of winter is still with us
but it will soon be spring so it feels as if we somehow
ride out the last of itl

When you mention February, of course the topic of
Valentine’s Day comes up. When | was an exchange
student in Kobe one of the things | found peculiar was
the fact that Japan and Korea also have White Day as
well as Valentine’s Day. In Europe and America the
tradition is for couples to exchange gifts on Valentine’s
Day. In Europe and America it is, like Christmas day in
Japan, very much a couples’day. There is no tradition
of “Giri (obligation) chocolate” in the UK. My Japanese
teacher at university once told me a story about when
he first came to the UK around 20 years ago. When he
first moved to the UK he had a British girlfriend, and on
their first Valentine’s Day together she asked him
“What are you going to get me for a present?”, to
which, not knowing that men also give gifts on
Valentine’s Day, he replied “Why do | need to give you
anything?”! Naturally, his girlfriend was very angry! |
must say, if anyone is thinking about dating a European
or American person | do not recommend saying this!

Around this time Scottish people like to remember the
birthday of Robert Burns, Scotland’s most famous
poet, born on the 25th of January, 1759. He is best
known as the writer of the words to “Auld Lang Syne”,
well know in Japan as the tune for the children’s song
“Hotaru no Hikari” (Glow of the Fireflies) (Incidentally, in
Scotland we only sing this song right after midnight on
the 31st of December).. On the night of the 25th, many
Scottish people wear Kilts, read Burn’ s poetry and hold
parties to remember him.

As there are many people of Chinese and particularly
Hong Kong descent in the UK, Chinese New Year is
also celebrated in the UK in and around February (this
year it is on the 23rd of January). Also, in British
schools all pupils, not just those of Chinese decent
learn about Chinese New Year and any many schools
also hold Chinese New Year festivals themselves. If |
was to compare London Chinatown’s Chinese New
Year festival to something in Japan, | would say it was
perhaps similar to the Brazilian Festival in Tokyo’s
Yoyogi Park. Just like Japanese Brazilians feel pride in
their culture, British Chinese people also share their
ancestor’ s culture with the rest of the UK. As a British
person, one of the things | like most about the UK is
how we have absorbed new facets from our immigrant
cultures and mixed them into our own culture.
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