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It's finally come round to Spring! Nice to be free of Winter
isn't it!

The 11th of March this year will mark the first anniversary
of the Tohoku earthaquake. As | mentioned before, | was at
university in the UK at the time, so this month | would like
to say a little bit about how | saw the disaster from the a
British perspective. The earthquake occurred at 2:46pm
Japan time, which was 5:46am in the UK. | first heard
about it when | was woken up by a call from my mother,
who had seen the reports of the earthquake and tsunami
on BBC News. | had to go into university that day, but
having heard that one of my best friends was in Sendai |
couldn’t concentrate at all, so | ended up just watching the
news all day. For about a week, the British media focused
solely on the situation in Japan.

The next day, the Independent newspaper had “Ganbare
Nippon, Ganbare Tohoku” written in kanji on the front
page and later the Emperor’s speech was broadcast on
television. Many students at universities (including at mine)
collected donations for the Japanese Red Cross. In fact, it
wasn’t just students; 116 governments, and ordinary
people all over the world made donations for the
earthquake recovery fund. Even now the British news
reports on the reconstruction efforts and aftershocks. In
2011 Japan became the world’s largest recipient of
humanitarian aid. Put simply, what | want to say is that, in
spite of the terrible suffering in the Tohoku region, Japan
is not alone.

Last month, | took a holiday and travelled to Hong Kong,
Australia and the Philippines. | visited friends | made on
study abroad in Hong Kong and Brisbane and my aunt and
uncle (who are actually Canadian) in Manila. Personally, |
think travel has a special value to it. | find traveling to new
places fascinating, though what | prefer is the chance to
meet new people. Just by that brief experience of a new
culture, things you had never considered and took
completely for granted come to appear strange, and that
which you thought could only be one way come to be
understood as only a minor cultural foible.

| don’t think it is possible to truly understand the size of
our world without leaving your home country. By going to
an unknown place we broaden our horizons and expand
our own limits. | believe learning about a new culture
enriches our lives, and learning about a new way of
thinking or living causes us ourselves to grow more open
minded.
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