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For a long time, April has been called the UK’s rainy season
or rather, “April showers”. Of course, we ke to say it rains in
Scotland all year round, so saying “the rainy season” is a bit
of ajoke. The many cherry blossom trees in Edinburgh bloom
around this time, so | think April is when the city is at its most
beautiful. Seeing the pretty cherry blossoms in Japan always
reminds me of those in the Meadows Park near my house.

As a CIR, | often hear stuff like “Japanese people are like
this” and “Foreigners are like this -+ " . However, if truth be
told, | have never particularly liked this phrasing. Even
amongst Japanese people, the upbringing of a person from
Hokkaido will be very different from someone from Okinawa.
What about Japanese children who are born and grow up
abroad as Third-Culture Kids? What about Japanese-South
Americans? Everyone has their own individual upbringing
which you can’t tell just from looking at them. For this
reason, | don’t think that unilaterally saying “Japanese
people” has any meaning.

At the same time, there are 7 billion people on this planet, of
which 120 million are Japanese. Is it really possible to label
the remaining 6 billion, 880 million people all with just the
simple, singular moniker of “foreigners”? | recently went back
to Kobe University and met the current exchange students.
As always, there were people from China, Korea, Vietnam,
Poland, Australia and many other countries. Even people with
the same nationality had wildly different backgrounds. For
example, of the American students, there were Chinese
Americans, Japanese Americans and Swedish Americans.
One of the students who grew up in the UK was a citizen of
both the UK and Egypt. Another student had a Korean
passport but has lived his whole life in China and says he
feels more Chinese than Korean. This reminded me of my
cousin, who is a Canadian citizen but lived in Indonesia
until she started University. She now says “I don’t feel
Canadian. | don't really understand the Canadian lifestyle
or culture. | feel Indonesian.”. Al of these people have had
immensely different experiences from one another, and living
here in Japan is the only thing they all have in common.

To put it simply, what | want to say is that more than
anything | think it is a terrible waste to ignore anyone’s
unique life experiences in this way. Does it not sound
somehow rude to lump all the many vibrant cultures of this
world in one and simply call it “foreign”? Would it not be
much better to find a word that recognises everyone’s
individual background? Personally, rather than be thought of
as a “foreigner” or “British” | would much rather be thought
of just simply as “Thomas”.
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