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Japan’s “just right” spring is slowly getting hotter and
hotter. Back in February, a friend of mine told me that Hong
Kongers often go to Japan in the summer to escape the
unbearable heat and humidity, because it's cooler than in
Hong Kong. Considering | always feel like I'm being boiled
alive during Japan’s summer this was a rather strange
thing to hearl

| read Japanese manga, watch movies and television fairly
often. | think this is fairly normal among my
Japanese-speaking friends. However, Japanese people are
often very surprised to hear this. Is it really so strange that
| do things which are perfectly normal for Japanese people?
| often wonder what exactly people think | do with my time.
Of course, from time to time | do miss the television shows
and news that | grew up with. But, since now | live in Japan,
isn’t it obvious that | would watch Japanese television and
read Japanese books. Occasionally it seems that some
people think that “non-Japanese people must be different
from us” no matter what.

One of my friends once suggested “I think Japan is used
to non-Japanese people, but they haven’t realized that
non-Japanese people also get used to Japan”. | think there
is a certain amount of truth to this. Many non-Japanese
people live in Japan for long periods. Peaple like this are
not just short-term tourists. | live here, | eat the food and |
watch the television. | even have a Japanese pension.
When | walk into a store, | expect the same greeting any
Japanese person would get. If | don't understand, let's
work something out, but if | am never treated like a normal
person, | will never be able to become one. If you travelled
to, say, Italy, how would you feel if you were always greeted
in Japanese, and people were hesitant to serve you food
you might not like? If people always acted amazed when
you ate the local food, or stared at you in shock when you
spoke even a few words of the Italian, how would you feel?
Sometimes living in Japan feels like this.

| realize that this is a well-intentioned effort to help, not
deliberate malice. However, assuming that all people who
don’t appear to be Japanese have to be treated a different
way is very alienating. Rather than think of some “special
way” to handle non-Japanese people, is it not much better
just to start out exactly how you would with anyone else? |
think the problem is simply that without the experience of
living as a minority there isn’t really any way to notice this.
For this reason | ask is that people consider this
DErspective.
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