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As usual, I would like to start out with @ comment about the
weather:

TOO HOTH
And now for something completely different.

To tell the truth, | didn’t actually know this before | began
writing this, but the Queen Elizabeth II's official birthday is
the 16th of June. To explain why | didn’t actually know
this, the date is not actually her real birthday, just a
randomly chosen day with no connection to her actual
birthday. However, the date is always some time around
June, because the weather in the northern hemisphere is
usually nice around this timel

At present, in the UK and throughout the British
Commonwealth there is a debate about whether to continue
the monarchy or to end it and become a republic. Unlike
Japan, the debate in the UK is not so much an issue of a
lack of heirs to inherit the position (although incidentally, in
2011 the British constitution was altered to allow the
sovereign’s first born child to inherit the throne regardless
of gender), rather many people guestion whether or not a
modern democracy and an egalitarian society can integrate
a monarch based on divine right and inheritance by birth.

It may sound strange, but | was opposed to the idea of a
monarchy for the same reasons until | saw the movie “The
Queen”. After seeing this movie | had a change of heart,
and came to see the Queen as someone who has, in spite
of the difficulties, lived her life entirely in service to her
country since the age of 26. Over the past 60 years, both
the UK and the whole world have change immeasurably, yet
the Queen has never given up her duty. While | would
describe myself as undecided on the issue of the Monarchy
itself, | think that Queen Elizabeth Il has proven herself
worthy of the crown.

| think many people agree with me. Currently in many
Commonwealth countries, notably Canada, Australia and
New Zealand, there are ongoing debates about leaving the
Commonwealth, however, due to the Queen’s popularity, it
is likely that people would prefer to wait until Prince Charles
ascends to the throne before leaving.

However, there is one change | would like to make. While
the Queen’s birthday is a National holiday throughout the
Commonwealth and in British embassies and consulates, it
is not a holiday in the UK itselfl This isn’t fairl
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