&
1k
&
8
5
L

i3

b

TEAS St RIRNO ot ok

S=—y

B oM E

Th

'z

Eti-mBIN AR HhDE S AN

=2 DIAPAN) S E %
vgl.14

-
[t's finally cooled down! Last year was a bit of a
disappointment but hopefully this year we will
have some pretty autumn leaves to look at soon.

You may have heard that Korean rapper PSY,
whose “Gangnam Style” video has had record
numbers of views on YouTube and success in a
number of different countries, became No.1 in the
UK last month. As the first Asian artist to reach
the top spot in the UK, perhaps he has paved the
way for more Japanese, Korean and Chinese
artists to follow him towards the European and
American markets? In my opinion, perhaps PSY
succeeded precisely because of his reactionary
image to the recent wave of idol groups. Certainly,
in the case of the UK | think idol groups have a
certain 90s association, so perhaps it was easier
for PSY to fit into the UK rather than groups like
AKB48 or DBSK. Regardless of the reason, one
thing is certain: the world really is becoming a
much, much smaller place.

Changing the subject slightly, this year is the 55th
anniversary of the FOUNDATION OF THE 27 member
European Union (EU). As a citizen of an EU member, |
have the right to travel, live and work throughout the
EU. We also have the freedom to study at any
university in the union. Given the number of foreign
exchange students in the EU, it is expected that the
next generation of EU politicians will have
study-abroad experience and a high level of
international understanding. This can only be a good
thing for European relations. With all the news about
the Eurozone crisis | think it's important to remember
why the EU started.

After the end of the Second World War in 1945,
the European Union was formed to defuse the
fierce rivalry between France and Germany and to
prevent another war in Europe. In this objective it
has been a great success. The foundation of the
European Union was formed in 1951, where 5
initial members (France, Germany, Italy, Holland
and Belgium), all of whom had been fighting each
other just 6 years earlier, set up an international
agency to centrally oversee their coal and steel
industries. Of course, there were and still are
objections of losses of national sovereignty, but it
was clear that the rivalry of the time could not
continue. Since then the EU has kept the peace,
improved economic and political relations between
the member states. Of course, as seen with the
current Euro crisis, the system isn't perfect, but at
the very least the idea of another war within the
EU is practically unthinkable.

Finally, if it was up to me, the first Asian artist to
become UK No.1 would have been Tokyo

\Inoidents, but that's just my opinion.
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