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Its the Christmas season once again! For the

first time in one and a half years | will be
going back to the UK for a little while. As a
child, every year | would hope for a "White
Christmas’ However, this year, given the UK’s
recent history of heavy snowfall closing
airports, which in this case would mean |
won't be able to get my flight back to Japan,
I'm actually hoping we won’ t have any snow
this yearl!

This time, rather than talk about presents,
instead I'd like to talk about some of the less
well known Christmas traditions in the UK.
There are two television programmes that
almost everybody watches. One is the
Queen’s Speech, where Queen talks about
the notable events of the year, and the other
is the Christmas Special of the Sci-fi drama,
Doctor Who. Also, for some reason
everybody insists that “The Great Escape”
is shown on television every Christmas,
thought | can’t say |'ve ever seen it on the
day myself. After this it is traditional for all
members of the family to eat a very large
Christmas dinner together. Come to think
about it, it seems rather like the Osaka
culture of “Kuidaore” -

New Year also has its own traditional
festivities. Last year | talked about my
hometown, Edinburgh’s famous Hogmanay
festival. Another more general tradition is
known as “First Footing”. As soon as the
New Year has begun (usually about
00.30am!) we visit the homes of our
neighbours and friends living close by. It is
said that if the first person to enter your
house in a new year is a tall, dark haired
man then you will have good luck for that
year. Being tall and dark-haired | am often
called upon!

Finally, I'd just like to wish all of you a very
happy Christmas and the best of luck in the

New Year!
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