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Happy new year everyone! | hope you all
enjoyed the season’s festivities!

I’m currently writing this at the end of
November, so | still don’t know if | will have
returned from the UK without any
snow-related problems, but it’ s nice to think |
will do so.

Going back to November last year, while |
was in Tokyo | was invited by an American
friend in Saitama to join them for
Thanksgiving. Of course, given the uniquely
North American history of Thanksgiving, we
don’t have this festival in Europe, so for me this
was my first Thanksgiving (who would have
thought it would be in Saitama of all places
... ). Given part of my job description is
“Introducing foreign culture”, it was interesting
to be on the receiving side of things. | had a
vague idea of what Thanksgiving was about,
but it was really interesting to experience it for
real and try all the various foods (Sweet
potatoes topped with marshmallows was
particularly surprising). Unfortunately | was too
late to experience Canadian thanksgiving
this year!

Amusingly, when | explained that it was my
first Thanksgiving to one of the Japanese
people there, he answered with “Really?
Even though you’re a Gaikokujin?” which
made me laugh...

My point is that my experience at a
Thanksgiving party is just as much of an
“intercultural experience” as it would be for a
Japanese person. Rather than the odd
concept of a “foreign person” experiencing
“foreign culture” as it might be described in
Japanese, as a British person living in Japan, |
enjoyed a bit of “American Culture”. Isn’t that
pretty cool?

Anyway, | wish you all the very best for the
coming year!

vol.16

r—9R-7—/vbk ZFO214—)
23/, 1+ REE. 155
PARCBSRBDY .
N=ZVHLAKRSYBFEREZ,
BERED KR RE T —F.
RS LRV I Ty
ok - 504, =X
BORHO BT M=

W

| BRI 2o

\

N

BEHELTHEOLTED I BEAERELHD
BITLTLLOD?

11 BR ESEEZEVNTVEEZARDT. BIC
KBEBORBLEL, AFURHNEEERNED
TIBNBDEFIEDNUFEAD ¥DIEo1ch
LB ER->TOET,

EE 11 BOZFTIH CORB. FAF#HOTDF
X UAD Thanksgiving (REEIRY) =L &
LicolcF cgERRICTT>TOCH. BERDF
XY DANDREDIBF T, —#8lC Thankssgiving
N=T4—ZBNL&E LT,

FPAYURERFADOERZLH > TONEBIZY
BT A 3—0w/VTlE Thanksgiving (& L0
DT, SOFMERICGU X LI (FShHEENT
#HTDH Thanksgiving ZBETHIB DA T
BOTHBOVFEEBATLUIZ! )o [EXAEBN] Z211FE
[CBOBRCE > T IBNSNBANTEDEFETEH
HBN 2 1-TT.bF UKD H > Thankssiving
M RN T ISR \Y(FPLFICYY 2V O0%
FUBHEFEESTUIL ) BEARLGHESNIER
ICEBNI > TT. ERLHNL AFED
Thanksgiving (&7 X ALY 1 » BRITTH
5. SEFBICEOLEEATLIZL)

ECAT TS IchBEAANTTEFNTH)
HTOREERYUTT | JEEDE. IN~XDTIH?
HEANGDIZ? JEBANTLEOEOE LI -

RAVEELT, ADERLICODIFFACE > TH
BAANCE>TEEL [Extand] EWOWDI&
TT.BFRETCESOE. AFHINEAIE LT, &EEHIA
TET, BREHENDE VOB =235
fcEWDETEL BRICEATOSEAFURAE
LT [PXUAOHE] #R IO TT . DFYB
ADEFEIZI 2T+ | OPTEH [EFERSH BB
BONTOBATT . ITCLBNOTITH?

Tl BSAICE>TTRERBLL—FIIRBUFET
&2 |




