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Goodbye Kizugawa

By the time you read this | will already have left Kizugawa to begin
my new life as a Tokyo salary-man. This has been a rather sudden
change but it's something I'm very much looking forward to. In
many ways, | had always planned this after | completed JET,
though the timing has been a little bit earlier than | had expected.

When | think back on my year and a half here, fm very grateful for
the kindness everybody in Kizugawa has shown to me. My
coworkers in the city hall were immediately welcoming and open
and everyone else | have had the pleasure of meeting in and
around the city has left an impression on me. At the moment, f/m
not sure when exactly my successor will arrive, but I'm sure that
you will show the same kindness to them as you have to me.

When | think of the work of CIRs here in Japan, my
suggestion for the future is that “International Exchange”
too often seems like a “special designated activity” . |
look forward to a time when what we now call
5 “international exchange” becomes a
£y normal everyday occurrence, so much so
- that nobody would think of it in any
~  particular special terms. More than
* : anything, | was working towards a time
*& when “Speaking with a foreigner”
R

becomes nothing more than
L. “chatting to someone” . | hope
. that through the work of people
like CIRs and international
associations such instances
will become more and more
common, and less and less
“special” . Of course, having
, recently been back to the UK |
‘W think this is something British
people also need to work on!

Most of all | would like to thank
you all for reading my
g columns. | tried my best to write
% about subjects that were
B important to me and | hope
%, that you also found them a
% little bit interesting.

| wish all of you the very
best in the future.
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