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[Hello ! \

| am Brian Lee, the new Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) in Kizugawa City. Last July, | came to Kizugawa City as an
Assistant English Teacher (AET) and taught at Kizu Junior High School and Kizu Daini Junior High School. From August this year, | have
been serving as the CIR in Kizugawa City Hall.

[ was born in the United States, and | spent my childhood in Taiwan. | speak English, Mandarin Chinese, and Japanese. | am a big fan
of Japanese pop music. People often ask me why | started studying Japanese. | would answer, “Utada Hikaru.” | love Utada’ s songs
In elementary school, my mother bought me her debut album, First Love. | grew familiar with the sounds of Japanese and became
interested in the language. Music is a fun and easy way to gain interest in a language. Once you are interested, the learning process is
fun and exciting. If you want to learn Japanese, or reignite your motivation to learn the language, | recommend finding a favorite
Japanese song or singer. This applies to learning any language.

Also, | enjoy jokes and puns. In Japan, there are words that suddenly become very popular. Buzzwords often come from frequently
reported news topics, breakthrough comedians, or popular commercials. They are often used in conversations for laughs. For example,
one of the buzzwords of 2013 is “imadesho,” which means, “Now is the time!l” You can probably tell that | like puns by the title of my
column, “Month-LEE BRIAN.” | will probably put some puns in this column in the future. Please allow me to apologize for any damage
that | cause with my puns in advance.

In this column, | would like to report the places | go and the things | see in Kizugawa City. | want to spread the fun of Kizugawa to
more people. And of course, if you have any questions about the Kizugawa City Bulletin, or problems with life in Japan, when do you
Qontact me? IMADESHO! (Now try using this buzzword when you talk with your Japanese friendsl) J
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