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K [t sure is cold. We are now officially in winter. Cold days like this make me crave hot apple cider. \

Last time | talked a little about my life in Japan and bento. And this time | would like to introduce an interesting event in Kizugawa City
| went to this year.

I went to the Okage Dance Festival (Okage Odori) at Hakusan Shrine in lwafune district of Kamo area. In Edo Period, it was fashionable
for people to take on a pilgrimage to Ise Shrine in Mie Prefecture at least once in their life time. The religious zeal of the pilgrimage was
mixed with the people’s dissatisfaction and resistance against the feudal shogunate system. This gave rise to Okage dance. Now, while
Okage dance probably no longer carries its original political and religious meanings, it is performed as a prayer for rich harvest in autumn
on October 16th every year. Okage dance is performed in several regions of Japan and has many variations. At Hakusan Shrine, the
women dressed in purple kimonos chanted and danced in a circle, while men in turquoise hakama played Japanese traditional instru-
ments. There, | saw the heritage of tradition and the strength of community.

Many in Kizugawa City are protecting traditions and continue events which are threatened by the decreasing birthrate and an aging
population. Of course, the most important part is the participation of the community. Kizugawa City has many local festivals in every
season. In winter, for instance, there is Chafa Faji Daikon Taki (lit. stroke-fending daikon cooking) at Kaijisenji Temple in December,
Onda (rice planting performance for harvest) at Saganaka Shrine in January, and Igomori Festival (pre-celebratory festival for harvest)
at Wakidemiya in February. As the CIR and the Kizugawa City “Genki” Reporter, | want to participate in many festivals in Kizugawa City
and let more people know about Kizugawa City. | hope to see you therel It will surely be a special and rewarding experience for you
too.

P.S.: As a celebration for Christmas, | wore a reindeer suit for the photo this month. And the reindeer asked, “Say, on Christmas day,
\:?Mitrain,dear?” Merry Christmas and Happy New Yearl A//
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