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/ It's April, my favorite month of the year! Not only my birthday is in April, it is also when cherry blossoms are in fuh
bloom. The cherry blossom, or sakura, is a symbol of Japan and its beauty is loved by many around the world.

In the US, cherry blossom trees are planted in several cities. Among them, many were gifts from Japan. The famous
cherry blossom trees in Washington D.C. were a gift from the Mayor of Tokyo in 1912. The National Cherry Blossom
Festival is held every year to celebrate their blooming. They are also mentioned in the English textbook for junior high
schools here in Japan. They are a symbol of the friendship between Japan and the US.

Cherry blossoms are also much loved in Taiwan. Amonsg the cherry blossoms in Taiwan, there are native Taiwanese
varieties and Japanese ones planted by the Japanese. Flower viewing, or hanami in Japanese, is growingly popular in
Taiwan, and many travel to tourist spots for hanami. When spring comes, the highways are flooded with cars bound for
hanami spots.

| saw cherry blossoms for the first time after | came to Japan. | was excited to see them in full bloom. At the same time,
| was sad because | knew they would soon fade. It was an unexplainable emotion. Thinking that cherry blossoms were
only for viewing, | was surprised to hear that cherry blossoms were also used in food such as pickled cherry blossom,
and the leaves for sakura mochi. Recently, | found out there are even cherry blossom-flavored (more accurately, sakura
mochi-flavored) soymilk and coffee.

In Kizugawa City, my personal favorite hanami spot is Shiyakusho-Minami Park right next to the City Hall. It has a big
cherry blossom tree. | take my lunch there, bathe in the sun, and watch the cherry blossoms wavering in the wind. If you
Qre making a trip to the city hall in early April, head over and check it out! /
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