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For this month’s column, | interviewed the new

ALT of Kizu Minami Junior High School, Juan
Carlos Lozano.

Brian : Welcome to Kizugawa City! For starters,
tell us about yourself.

Juan Carlos : | am from the US, born in Las Vegas,
not in a hotel though. | studied biology in college,
and | want to be a family doctor in the future.
B:It's not your first time in Japan. What is
your first impression of Kizugawa City? What
surprised you the most since you came to Kizu-
gawa City?

JC : There is a strong sense of community and it
has a good balance of city and nature. The people
around me are very nice. | have to say that | was
surprised that some stores don’t give out plastic
basgs for free. I ve been bringing groceries home with
cardboard boxes, so | have a lot of them at home.
B : And what is your favorite Japanese word?
JC : A (niku, lit. meat), and if there is & (yvaki/, lit.
grill) in front of it, even better. And | also like 5
5 (arara). The sound of it is very pleasant.

B : | see. And how about English? Any words
that you want to teach the kids?

JC : It s not an English word but | like “familia” in
Spanish a lot. It means “family,” but to me it has a
warm feeling to it. It reminds me of my parents’
village in Mexico.

B:What is your tip on studying a foreign
language?

JC : Speak as much as you can with a native
speaker. You can pick up grammar and colloguial
expressions naturally that way.

B : Since our theme is Sports Day this month,
are there any sports you like?

JC : Wushu and soccer. | can’t do splits but | am
practicing.

B : Anything you would like to say to every-
body in Kizugawa City?

JC © | will try my best to make learning English fun
and interesting. Please say hi to me if you see me
around.



