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7Understand Accept and Enjoy Dlﬁerence

Ever met someone whose actions, comments,
or even jokes just bother you? Oftentimes these
reactions stem from cultural differences and
expectations.

After coming to Japan, it took me a long while to
get use to the boke and tsukkomi (the “funny man”
and “straight man” dynamic of a comedic duo)
culture here in Kansai. | remember at a barbecue a
few years ago, | was talking to my Japanese friend
about his shirt, and suddenly he said, "Hey, your
shirt looks cheap.” Confused and slightly agitated
by his comment, | replied, “Not exactly, but alright.”
As | made more Japanese friends, | gradually
learned that his comment was probably a form of
boke, and playing the “straight man” by saying
something witty would have kept the joke going.

Each person has his or her own culture that
comes from not only his or her country, but also from
region, family, friends, and work. In the globalizing
world, it is important to always keep an open mind.
This doesn’t apply only to an international setting
but also in our daily lives. If we can understand,
accept, and enjoy the difference of others more, the
world would surely be a more peaceful place.

Now don't July in the sun without sunscreen!
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